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Youre looking atart, b

Collector Hubert Bonnet's
CAB foundation allows
visitors toget up closeand
personal. By Caroline Roux

ast month, on the afternoon
of his 52nd birthday, Hubert
Bonnet was still reorganising
the book shop at his new art
foundation, CAB, in the south
of France. For the Belgian art collector
andbusinessman, no detail is too small,
and the ratio of books to celadon-glazed
ceramics — created for the foundation
by Lovebuch in Paris — had to be recali-
brated according to his exactingeye.
‘This new outpost of CAB in the Pro-
vencal village of Saint-Paul-de-Vence is
alittle siblingto the original HQ n Brus-
sels, which heopened in 2012. That ren-
ovated 1930s industrial building has a
fully glazed roofand is shaped likea let-
terA, “and we justput the lettersCand B
around it,” says Bonnet, when I'ask him
‘what CAB means. “It’s just a collection
of letters”
1f that seems a light-hearted explana-
tion, the foundation is a serious con-
cern. Bonnet is drawn to collecting and
showing 20th-century conceptual and
‘minimalist art — “for its purity, its preci-
sion, its democratisation of materials,
its interaction with space”. For nearly 10
yearshehasalso invited young artists of
the same inclination to fulfil residencies
and show new work in Brussels (which
'he sometimes goes on to collect, too).
While saint-Paul will function simi-
larly, itisalsoa place to bring minimalist
art and 20th-century design together.
Bonnet’s own collection of furniture by
Pierre Jeanneret, Jean Prouvé and oth-
ersis here forall to enjoy. “You're look-
ingat art, but you're touching design,”
he says when we meet on the balmy ter-
race of the foundation's restaurant, with
rustic pine tables by Charlotte Perriand,
designed in the 1970s for a Fren chskiing
station.
“You're literally talking across the
table, like weare now, enjoying real, his-
toricdesignina personal way,” hesays.

Bonnet made his first art acquisition
in 1990, aged 30, at the Fiac art fair in
Paris. Itwas a steelwall stack by Donald
Judd, made in 1965. “T wanted an early
‘work,” he says, “and this piece was so
clearly explaining volume and form.” Tt
is now in Saint-Paul, in the building’s
left-hand gallery, which is currently
hung with work from Bonnet’s own col-
lection. Another early acquisition — a
grungy, greyish diptych by Robert Man-
gold of two triangles — hangs nearby,
and the 13 copper rectangles that make
up Carl Andre’s “Thirteenth Copper
Cardinal” are installed on the floor.

While Bonnet declares himself
delighted to have reunited so many
‘works from his collection (others
include Lawrence Weiner and Daniel
Buren, selected by the Belgian curator
Joost Declercq), he also confesses that
he'd had a troubled conversation about
it all with his life coach. “I thought, is
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this an ego trip, showing things offto
people?” The life coach told him it was
aboutachievement.

In the right-hand gallery is a tempo-
rary exhibition of work brought
together by French art critic (and
LeWitt expert) Beatrice Gross, While a
black trompe-1'oeil line by Frangois

Tt is such a pleasure
toshow young artists
who are reinterpreting
minimalist and
conceptual practice’
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resort of Knokke on the Belgian coast (a
1927 modernistvil Is0 haspl
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of Londons Lz Petite Maison), just in
ith of

in Panarea, the Italian island — he likes
tosail —andLondon.

‘The Saint-Paul space was built in the
19505, ina moderniststyle, asanartgal-
lery for the dealer Alexandre delaSalle.
Itis almost G the Macght Foun-
dation —

freshair.

In keeping with Bonnet’s mantra
about combining art and design, there
are even rooms to stay in — clever
reworkings of old office spaces by the
French designer Charles Zana, who is

in these parts — where art-

Prance,whlch forits pmr
tiful Mirés, Calders and Giacomettis —
and justa short climb from La Colombe
dOrrestaurant where Légerand Picasso
traded paintings. Since the early 20th
century, the reglon has been a magnet

works by young
gled with storied mid-century i
ture. For those after the full immersion
ofa seamless modernist bubble, one of
Prouvé’s 6m by 6m demountable houses
— designed to alleviate housing short-

forartists, including

in 1917. The Cthelle du Rosaire de

‘Vence that he designed, studded with
d

series of geometric steel gnds by Span'
iard Daniel Steegmann Mangrané com-
'mands the centre of the space. A recent
acquisition by Béatrice Balcou shows
artists’ materials captured in delicate
blown-glass tubes. “It is such a pleasure
to show young artists who are reinter-
preting minimalist and conceptual
practice,” says Gross. “They are taking
the mother language from their prede-
cessorsand havinga dialogue with them
acrosstime.”

‘The family business was the lucrative
steelindustry, and Bonnet’s parentshad
no interest in art. Since 1999, however,
Bonnet has diverted his own business
activity into the area of luxury residen-
tial renovations and seems to be as com-
pelled by houses as by art and design.
When his mother died in 1997, Bonnet
built himself a new home in Verbier,
Switzerland (as they'd agreed he
would). He has restored 21932 villa on
Lake Geneva, called Les Ailes by its orig-
inal owner, who had a winged angel
installed on its hillside terrace. Bonnet
tells me that not long aga he snapped up
“one of the nicest houses” in the seaside

his blue, yell stained win-
dows,isa few kilometresaway.

But these places are now about his-
tory. CAB seems to have swung into
town, withits delightful outdoor restau-
rant (run by the former executive chef

‘Guests can sleep in one of Jean Prouvé’s ‘demountable houses’ — anmine Lippens

, and
by art collectors the world over — is
available. Bonnet slept there the other
night, inametal bed designed by Perri-
and for one of her studentaccommoda-
tion projects. A dream, for the collector
and connoisseur.

fondationcab.com
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piracy theories dissemi “Qeasualty” Amencanoolonlsﬂ;.)\lloﬁ.h&e make
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‘moguls, celebritiesand high-profile Left: Jake Angeli
Democrats whoallegedly engage in ‘was among
devilworship, child traffickingand the QAnon
cannibalism. The source ofthis supporters
‘misinformation issaid to bea single who raided the
personwho posts cryptic cluesand capitol building
prophecies, knownas “Q drops”,onthe in January 2021

internet forum 8kun (formerly known
as8chan).

Thisis the kind of story thatis ready-
‘made for audio, tappingintothe
‘medium’s biggest obsessions: cults,
conspiracy theories and the dark
underbellyof the internet. While most
podcastsabout cults tell historical tales,
‘Finding Qcentres on an ongoingpolitical
and social movement that has inched its
way dangerously into the mainstream.
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